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PROJECTS 
This department welcomes brief notes and article-length 
manuscripts. The former may inciude announcements of contem- 
plated or ongoing projects, information on doctoral theses in 
progress or completed (writer, title, institution, supervisor, 
and available information on completion time), proposals and 
questions, and requests for assistance. Announcements of indi- 
vidual research projects, including theses are very important 
to avoid awkward and wasteful duplication of effort. Articles 
will ordinarily describe projected, in progress, or completed 
large-scale projects involving one or several scholars and 
should follow the same standards as other articles. 
DISSERTATIONS ON ARABIC VERSIONS OF EUCLID'S &EMFNT$ 
Two Ph.D. theses studying the Arabic tradition of Euclid's 
Elements are currently in progress in the Department of the 
History of Science, Harvard University, under the direction of 
Professor A. I. Sabra. John Engroff is preparing a study of 
Book 5, including a critical edition of the Arabic text, an 
English translation, and a commentary: Gregg De Young is prepar- 
ing a similar study of Books 7-9. After completion of their 
theses, both authors plan an edition of the complete Arabic text 
of the Elements. 
DISSERTATION ON A TREATISE ON THE 
THEORY OF CONIC SECTIONS 
Jan Hogendijk (Mathematical Institute, University of Utrecht, 
Holland) is currently preparing a thesis on a treatise of the 
medieval Islamic scientist Ibn al-Haytham (965-1041 A.D.) on the 
theory of conic sections. It is the "Treatise by Al-Hasan ibn 
al-Hasan ibn al-Haytham on the Completion of the Book of Conies" 
(MaqZla fl tam% kitZb al-makhrcfaf). In this treatise, Ibn 
al-Haytham tries to restore the eighth book of the Conies of 
Apollonius of Perga, which was already lost in his own time. 
Only one manuscript of the "Treatise on the Completion of 
the Book of Conies" is known. This manuscript is in Manisa, 
Turkey (Gene1 1706; see F. Sezgin: Geschichte des Arabischen 
Schrifttums, Vol. 5, p. 140). The manuscript has been published 
in facsimile, with introductions in Turkish and German, and a 
German translation of Ibn al-Haytham's preface by N. Terzioglu as: 
"Das Achte Buch zu den 'Conica' des Apollonius von Perge. Rekon- 
struiert von Ibn al-Haysam," Istanbul, 1974, Publication of the 
Mathematical Research Institute, Istanbul, No. 5. 
The thesis in preparation by Jan Hogendijk will contain an 
edition of the Arabic text, with English translation and commentary. 
There will also be an extensive introduction on the place of this 
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